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Rationale

Indigenous People have been among the
most susceptible populations during the
COVID-19 pandemic (United Nations).
Ensuring access to COVID-19 vaccines
was a crucial global strategy in
mitigating the disease (Wouters et al.,
2021). Nevertheless, the perspectives of
the Indigenous People on COVID-19
vaccination remain unknown.
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Objectives

To explore and assess the perspectives of unvaccinated Indigenous
People on COVID-19, COVID-19 vaccines, factors leading to vaccine
hesitancy, and factors affecting their decision to receive the vaccine
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Research Questions

1.How do the unvaccinated Indigenous People perceive COVID-19 in

terms of its:
a. Origin
b. Etiology

c. Signs and symptoms

d. Risk groups

e. Modes of transmission
f. Preventive measures
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Research Questions

2. How do the Indigenous People perceive COVID-19 in terms of its
efficacy or effectiveness?

3. What are the reasons why the unvaccinated Indigenous People are
hesitant to be vaccinated against COVID-197

4. What might let the unvaccinated Indigenous People agree to COVID-
19 vaccination?
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Methodology

Research Environment Design:

Hermeneutical Phenomenology

Data Gathering Tool:
v Semi-structured interview
v Note-taking methods
v Audio recording
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Methodology

Sampling Method: Inclusion Criteria:
v COVID-19 unvaccinated

v Member of an Indigenous group of Ifugao
(Ayangan, Tuwali, kalanguya)

v Male and female
Aged 60 years old and above

v Resides in the barangay for more than 6
months

v Does not have mental or sensory
Impalrments

» Purposive Sampling

AN
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Methodology

Data Analysis Method: Ethical Considerations:
> Van Manen'’s approach v Informed consent
to analysis

v Informed consent

v Confidentiality and anonymity
v Risks and benefit

v Reflexivity

v Trustworthiness and rigor
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Discussion of Findings

“Nalpu China” |- COVID-19 Underlying
KNOWLEDGE ON COVID-19 VACCINE medical conditions
“Agek inila®  |—— HESITANCY
Personal beliefs

“Munhaet shi asho,
mu ok ok, munhaet / Religiosity
ulu, ja miid punraman” “Munbuya amin
anews na TV ne PERSPECTIVES OF COVID-19
“Babaket ken Ialakay“ na Facehook I"DIGENOUS PEOPLE ON reinfection

“Andi inamtak /T “Mun-usar kami COVID-19 VACCINATION Concerns about
. . . the efficacy of
mipanggep nitan banag face mask” = accines
.-”'/
PERSPECTIVES ON COVID-19 VACCINES COVID-19 VACCINE
y . ACCEPTANCE
— Ea%""“—-___ / Rh"-—ah
“Ashih maibaga nga hitoy an “Mamati ak an bioweapon hinae S . —
COVID-19 vaccine ja talagan te dakol tupay natepgapun “Maid, adik “Uray bayadana
tumulung” danaen vaccines” pinhod talaga” hi milyon ket
madik talaga”
“Maid hilbin daen vaccines” “Hinaen vaccines ya pun pihu

an da lang”
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Baki (Hongan di mundogo)

> A ritual performed by a mumbaki or
spiritual specialist, to obtain healing
and fast recovery.

> During the ritual, the mumbaki
invokes the legion of gods §E
numbering over a thousand, residing /
In all possible corners of lfugao.

> Sacrificial animals: 3 chickens
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Sequence of the baki ritual

1. Tobotbal (invocation rite)

.. Konong (offertory and 9
divination rite)

3. Bukad/Guhad (Chanting)

+. Gonob/Dulom (Repetition
of Invocation and
conclusion)
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The success of the ritual iIs determined by the
condition of the apgu (bile sac) of the sacrificial
animal (chicken). If the bile sac Is full and greenish,
success Is assured. However, If the bile sac Is pale
and shriveled, it Is a bad omen. The ritual must be
repeated with another offering If one wants to
forestall any misfortune.
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Conclusions

» Some Indigenous People valued the benefits of COVID-19
vaccines, however, the majority raised concerns on the
effectiveness, safety, and efficacy of the vaccines.

» Misinformation online about COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccines
played a crucial role in shaping the perspectives of the indigenous
people on COVID-19 and vaccines, which, in turn, led to vaccine
hesitancy. Vaccination programs targeting the unvaccinated
iIndigenous people should be led and delivered through the
community leaders, and reliable social and news media, as these
are trusted primary sources of information and healthcare for this
community.
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Policy Recommendations

Stringent reinforcement of conveying public health information on COVID-19

through:

1. Community
outreach
programs
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Policy Recommendations
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Policy Recommendations

3. Cultural competency
training for healthcare
workers

Image source: Indiana University

SEAMEQO Centres Policy Research Network (CPRN) Summ
- CQR N 23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam



Policy Recommendations

4. Partnerships with
Indigenous leaders
and government
organizations
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