
SEAMEO Centres Policy Research Network (CPRN) Summit

23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam

HOSTED BY
SEAMEO VOCTECH
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

SUPPORTED BY

Global Citizenship Education in Teacher Education in 
Lao PDR: Current State and Future Prospect

Kiengkay Ounmany Ph.D.
Deputy Director
SEAMEO Regional Centre for Community Education Development, Vientiane, Lao PDR



SEAMEO Centres Policy Research Network (CPRN) Summit

23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam

Background and Rationale

▪ Global citizenship education (GCED) is defined as “an educational paradigm 
that nurtures learners to have a sense of respect for diversity, solidarity, and a 
sense of belonging to a broader community and common humanity to ensure 
learners be responsible, active global citizens, equipped with knowledge, skills 
and competencies for 21st century in building more just, inclusive, sustainable, 
and peaceful societies” (UNESCO, 2015)

▪ GCED is integrated in the SDG 4, Target 4.7 stating that “By 2030, ensure that 
all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable 
development, including, among others, through education for sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, 
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and 
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 
development” (Incheon Declaration, 2015)

▪ In Lao PDR, there are some initiatives driven by development partners aiming 
to introduce GCED in Lao educational system; however, capacity development 
in this type of education is still limited
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Research Questions

1. What are the pre-service and in-service teachers’ 
knowledge and skills on the GCED-related topics in Teacher 
Training Colleges in Lao PDR?

2. What are the possible methods to integrate the GCED-
related topics into the training programs of the teacher 
training institutions in Lao PDR?
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Source: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000232993

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000232993
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Research sites
No Name of TTC Provinces 

1 Luang Namtha Teacher Training College Luang Namtha

2 Luang Prabang Teacher Training College Luang Prabang 

3 Khangkhai Teacher Training College Xieng Khouang

4 Ban Keun Teacher Training College Vientiane

5 Dong Kham Xang Teacher Training College Vientiane

Capital

6 Savannakhet Teacher Training College Savannakhet

7 Salavan Teacher Training College Salavan

8 Pakse Teacher Training College, Champasack
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Focus group discussions

• Eight focus group discussion were 
conducted with administrators and 
staff members from eight TTCs

• Over 40 participants participated in 
the FGDs

• The FGDs focused on:
• Background of TTC

• Knowledge and skills on GCED

• Future direction
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Questionnaire survey

• Online and offline questionnaire 
survey was carried out with pre-
service, TTC teachers and in-service 
teachers at eight TTCs

• In total 3,366 participants participated 
in the survey
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Encounter with GCED

Variable Category TTC Teacher Pre-service In-service Total

N % N % N % N %

Known/heard about GCED before Yes

No

124

243

33.79

66.21

85

393

17.78

82.22

448

2,073

17.77

82.23

657

2,709

19.52

80.48

Attended any training course of 

GCED

Yes

No

16

351

4.36

95.64

7

471

1.46

98.54

11

2,510

0.44

99.56

34

3,332

1.01

98.99

Attended any TOT on GCED Yes

No

2

365

0.54

99.46

0

478

0

100

0

2,521

0

100

2

3,364

0.06

99.94

Interested to teach GCED Yes

No

Not sure

289

11

67

78.75

2.99

18.26

389

16

73

81.38

3.35

15.27

2,244

61

216

89.01

2.42

8.57

2,922

88

356

86.81

2.61

10.58

Committed to assist students to be 

global citizen

Yes

No

Not sure

313

5

49

85.29

1.36

13.35

393

5

80

82.22

1.05

16.73

2,232

35

254

88.54

1.39

10.07

2,938

45

383

87.29

1.33

11.38
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Topics Overall Meaning
Mean Std. 

Deviation

I. Cognitive dimension 2.48 Partially understand

1. Local, national and global systems and structure 2.41 0.97 Partially understand

2. Issue affecting interaction and connectedness of 

communities at local, national and global levels

2.55 0.98 Partially understand

3. Understanding assumptions and power dynamics 2.48 1.01 Partially understand

II. Socio-emotional dimension 2.91 undecided/unsure

4. Different levels of identity 3.02 1.04 undecided/unsure

5. Different communities people belong to and how these are 

connected

2.79 1.03 undecided/unsure

6. Difference and respect for diversity 2.93 1.02 undecided/unsure

III. Behavioral dimension 2.74 undecided/unsure

7. Actions that can be taken individually and collectively 2.69 0.99 undecided/unsure

8. Ethically responsible behavior 2.84 1.02 undecided/unsure

9. Getting engaged and taking action 2.71 1.08 undecided/unsure

Grant total 2.71 undecided/unsure
Note: Scoring range are 1-1.8: Not understanding at all, 1.81-2.60: Partially understand, 2.61-3.40:  undecided/unsure, 3.41-

4.20: Understand, and 4.21-5.00: fully Understand.

TTC teachers’ understanding of GCED 
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The degree of included GCED concepts in subjects taught (N=367)

Topics Overall Meaning
Mean Std. 

Deviation

I. Cognitive dimension 2.01 Rarely
1. Local, national and global systems and structure 1.99 1.02 Rarely
2. Issue affecting interaction and connectedness of communities at 

local, national and global levels

2.11 1.05 Rarely

3. Understanding assumptions and power dynamics 1.94 0.99 Rarely
II. Socio-emotional dimension 2.43 Rarely
4. Different levels of identity 2.59 1.14 Rarely
5. Different communities people belong to and how these are 

connected

2.30 1.07 Rarely

6. Difference and respect for diversity 2.41 1.09 Rarely
III. Behavioral dimension 2.37 Rarely
7. Actions that can be taken individually and collectively 2.31 1.13 Rarely

8. Ethically responsible behavior 2.40 1.16 Rarely
9. Getting engaged and taking action 2.39 1.15 Rarely
Grant total 2.27 Rarely

Note: Scoring range are 1-1.8: Never, 1.81-2.60: Rarely, 2.61-3.40:  Sometimes, 3.41-4.20: Often, and 4.21-5.00: Always
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Teachers’ possible constrains in implementing GCED in their schools (N=3,366)

Note: Scoring range are 1-18: strongly disagree, 1.81-2.60: disagree, 2.61-3.40: moderate, 3.41-4.20: agree, and 4.21-5.00: strongly 

agree

Statements TTC Teachers Pre-service In-service Total

Mean

(SD)

Mean

(SD)

Mean

(SD)

Mean

1. Lack of time to finish the existing curriculum. 3.41

(1.21)

3.48 

(1.18)

3.59

(1.23)
3.49

2. Lack of GCED teaching materials 3.55 

(1.15)

3.45

(1.16)

3.67 

(1.13)
3.56

3. Lack of knowledge of global citizenship education 3.51

(1.18)

3.42

(1.16)

4.20 

(1.08)
3.71

4. Not emphasized in the exam 3.43 

(1.29)

3.29

(1.15)

3.85 

(1.19)
3.53

5. Do not know how to assess students’ achievement on 

global citizenship issues.

3.41 

(1.22)

3.39

(1.24)

3.47 

(1.24)
3.42

6. Global citizenship education is not related to my major 

subject.

3.13 

(1.31)

3.32

(1.13)

3.13 

(1.25)
3.20

7. Global citizenship issue is very difficult to teach 3.29 

(1.33)

3.58

(1.04)

3.05 

(1.11)
3.31
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Approach to integrate GCED in the curriculum

Major subject Integrated in every subject No answer
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Approach to integrate GCED in the curriculum

“ In order to avoid over credits in the curriculum, in the beginning the GCED 
concepts should be integrate to relate subjects, for example, ASEAN 
culture, ICT, or lifelong learning, etc. It is like experiment for a semester. 
Then, we can see the possibility for making as the main subject” (FGD Pakse 
TTC, June 2023)

“It is possible to integrate the GCED into curriculum, but it is quite difficult. In 
the past, MoES recommended us to integrate lifelong learning to related 
subjects; however, there was only one or two persons who have learn on 
the course which is impossible to apply to the course. Besides, most people 
were not trained, so they do not know how to apply the content to their 
teaching course” (FGD Savannakhet TTC, June 2023)
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Willingness to integrate or permeat GCED in teaching

Yes No Not sure No answer
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Conclusion

• The respondents have limited understanding on GCED although contents on 
GCED have been taught in TTCs for a long time

• Despite limited understanding, the respondents show interest in GCED and keen 
to integrate its concepts in their teaching

• TTC teachers have better understanding on GCED concepts compare to pre-
service and in-service because they have exposed to GCED contents from 
various platforms

• The TTC teachers rarely integrated GCED concepts in their teaching; however, 
they are quite confident to teach GCED concepts in the future

• Lack of knowledge and skills and teaching materials, and not emphasize in the 
exam constitute major barriers for implementing GCED in the schools

• The respondents prefer to integrate GCED in existing subjects rather than 
developing a separated GCED-related subject 
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Ways Forward

• Continue to provide training on GCED to Techer Education 
Institutions

• Development of GCED-related training contents on the following 
themes: climate change education, intercultural understanding, 
intangible cultural heritage, legacy of war etc.

• Expand GCED to non-formal education institutions

• Promoting GCED in SEA using various platforms
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