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f"‘? What is SEA-PLM?

,

Southeast Asia Primary

Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) Is a

regional large-scale student

¥ learning assessment and

= 1 capacity-building programme
¥ designed by and for Southeast

Aslan countries
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Contributing to equitable and quality
education for all children in Southeast Asia

S} o

System Learning
Develop robust learning Monitor learning
assessment system outcomes
y iy
Policy Equity
Develop improved Contribute to a more equitable

. policies and meaningful education .



INTERNATIONAL LARGE-SCALE
ASSESSMENTS (ILSA)

. Umbrella term for
comprehensive,
transnational studies in
education, regardless of
whether they include a
cognitive assessment
component, with an
explicit focus on
International, system-level
COMPArISONS (agnes stancel-piatak i,

Nathalie Mertes, IEA, partly based on Rutkowski et al. (2014b),
p. 4 and p.13)
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eas others have had a regional
focus




Robust regional and international
collaboration and partnership

N\
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Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics

A\ ASEAN-KOREA  LINicef &
O: COOPERATION
T~ FUND eoween TOr€very child
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Methodology

- SEA-PLM 2019

- 6 SEA countries participated in main data
collection

-  Almost 30 000 G5 students, representing
millions

- Paper-pencil test in reading, writing,
mathematics lbased on curriculum-
referenced content and standards

- Contextual guestionnaire on students
teachers, schools and parents and added
module on global citizenship

- Translated in 9 languages
- Datasets and reports publicly available

©UNICEF/Jim Holmes
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Regional-level knowledge products to inform

policy and practice in basic education

SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report

Children’s learning in 6 Southeast Asian countries

i ]
unicef®  Csearmzore il

I #CPRN |

SEA-PLM 2019 latest evidence in basic education
Low-performing readers in
6 Southeast Asian countries

TN

unicef &

—~
\WSEA-PLM2019 ‘

SEA-PLM 2019 latest evidence in basic education
Boys’ and girls’ learning
in 6 Southeast Asian countries

SEA-PLM 2019 latest evidence in basic education
Supporting teacher to improve learning
in 6 Southeast Asian countries

7T

Upcoming Policy Briefs:

What does SEA-PLM
2019 tell us about child
well-being and learning
in six Southeast Asian
countries?

O

- Global Citizenship Education: Policies and Practices in Basic Education

- Optimizing Learning through Multi-Level Equity-Lens: Evidence from the SEA-PLM 2019

- Early learning across six Southeast Asian Countries in the SEA-PLM 2019 programme

SEAMEO CenfrgrRalienretoertdieimiERNiey
23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam
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Research Questions

Are there differences What are the conditions of
between boys’ and girls’ teacher workforce in the
learning? region? :
= Who are the low- What is the
P : J relationship between
per. L) r,ea SIS academic learning and

in the region? child well-being

D=

P= 2 = 4

lin = V)
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SEA-PLM 2019 proficiency scales

Readin

Writin

Mathematic

Band and Band and ipti i Band and
Bt Deseription of what stud can typically do % of students escription of what students can typically do Description of what stud can typically do
% of students
- — — - Write msivo texts with detailed ideas and a good range of
Band § and at Un and texts with familiar and manage appropriate vocabulary There were too few items in SEA-PLM 2019 to comprehensively describe
Children are able to undarstand taxts with familiar structuras and manage compating Children can pmd““d texts that draw on a w'dede"‘;: "_‘I’_h‘;‘;"‘c:f“ v:r*’l':: what children operating above Band 8 can do. However, the iterns that were
317 points and above information when locating ideas and details. toxts with an introduction, body and conclusion in which ideas are well included indicate that _duldren in Band Q_aind abc_ve can reason abo_ut triangles
§ X X X o X - related and sasy to follow. For example, they can provide a clear overall to find an unknown side length using information about the perimeter, and
They are able to find rnultlplg piecas of ralatec_l |rrf0rn_ﬂatlon in taxts_ with familiar description of a detailed image. These children can write using a polite, they can solve problems using frequency distributions.
structures and make connections betwesn details and ideas to draw inferancas. Ermalhswle ;:nd a good rangs of appropriate vocabulary, with a dearee
29% sophistication. Think multiplicatively and convert between units
They are able to use clues and explicit infomation to support inferences even when
thera is competing information. They ara also abla to identify the most likely reasons Write clear. detailed texts in various contexts with adequate Children can sohve problems by adding fractions with the same denominator
for events and the reactions of characters in narratives, where that information is vocabulary and by dividing a decimal number by a 1-digit number. They can continue
anly implied in the text. Children can produce texts that relate to widerworld, local and personal a pattern involving decimals. They can convert from fractions of hours to
" " contexts, expressing ideas that go beyond mere description to include ! " . ;
5 Make connections to understand key ideas some persuasive or evaluative aspects. ldeas are well related and easy minutes, and thev_lsz"‘an wlculaﬁ:ethe glrfferencga between lengths |mo|v;’:\g
Band to follow, using sentences that are varied in structure and often correctly metric conversion. They can solve problems using many-to-one pictographs.
904 to less than 317 points | Ciidren are able to connect piaces of related informstion across sections of texts, formed. They can produce some complex sentences, but these may - -
(=] including tables and diagrams, enabling them to understand key ideas. The contaxt ;"”“"Srﬁ;‘:’:t‘::’whet"hg';‘s 3;’:‘:;‘;’:;;’;";:;"‘;; ’:0';":;‘;: :::2‘ Apply fractions and percentages and analse data representations
and idaas in the texts that they can access may not be wholly familiar to the studant. to produce some I'"mresmg descriptive slements. - Child cul ’ imole § . ; b
_ ) ildren can calculate a percentage and a simple fraction of a number.
12% They can racognize phrases and sentences that convey the same maaning and maka Write simple texts for a N with sbove basic Y They can identify the rotation of a design by half a turn. Children can find
simpla inferences when there is some competing information. They can identify the - the missing value in a table using a given total and calculate a missing
purpose of prominent textual features in short, familiar texts and can use textual Children can produce texts that relate to local and personal contexts, percentage value on a pie chart
features to aid them in locating information. presenting simple writing with some supporting details. They can produce -
sequenced writing that a reader can follow sasily, but they ars still lsarning Perform mathematical operations, including with fractions, and
Understand simple texts to use linguistic devices to create cohesion within their texts. At this level, M bl d h P . g "
children’s wocabulary is basic and beyond; it may be adequate to comey interpret tables and graphs
Childran can undarstand simple texts that contain some ideas and information that the detail of @ message, for example, in a shert, formal note. Band 6 Chid fraction b 1o s decimal eauivalent Thev b
B 14 arg panly outside of their pgmnal QJ(DBI'IQI'\DB ) - - - - .I ren can convert a fraction in tent_ 5 IIQ its aecimal equiva ent €y have
3:’;‘31:7::“""“’" basic texts for arange of purposes. using simple 308 to lass than 321 points | = firm grasp of place value and rounding in numbers up to 5 digits. They can
289 to lass than 304 points | Children can locate different, short exprassions that have the same meaning and use solve problems involving measuring devices requiring conversion of metric
tentual feature_smloﬁte infon'nationintaé:_\es and mherfarrliI_:_ahrnem:t\«'ues'.(The_',I caln i:ilir:? can writewb':::f‘;luch as notes, descriptions ar:nn:;:i‘v::lci:; 17% units of length and capacity. They can calculate the mass of objects using
Connact prominent Infofmation across adjacent santances. They can maka simple s in simple writing, ob,,ousw related to the w,ks:v,th some attempt a balance. Children can add 30 minutes to a given time. They can visualize
inferencas when obvious clues are provided, in 2 range of simple texts of diffarant at detail. Their ideas are g in a logical seq that is 3-dimensional objects from 2-dimensional representations and interpret a
18% t\rpg_s Ch_lldranan; able to maka_ Plauswbla intarpretations of information in 2 text and relatively sasy to follow but may m,t be adequatsly linked with connecting simple man using directional lanquage. They can interpret a frequency table
can identify the purpose of familiar text types. words, or may lack an introduction or conclusion. A description of a dp i P hgh N E 9 .t' Y P q Y
detailed image, for example, may describe a ranges of slements in the and a line graph showing growth over time.
In matching words to an image, they are able to choose batween words that have picture with some detail but not =1 an i whole. - -
similar but distinct meanings, and they can identify longer sentances that describe forms are generally simple and may be repstitive or may be more complex Fluently solve arithmetic problems
an image. but contain emors, although children can form comect question forms, and
. ::'2::"8“": :n‘;"e“:.'f"::::;’::t:E‘:‘;::I::‘;‘:’r;i‘l"";’n";r“;‘l’;r'l‘fvs”fﬁ“'e"t Children can add 4-digit numbers and subtract 2-digit numbers in context,
Band3 Read a range of everyday texts fluently and begin to engage with their meaning Y ) Band 5 and they can identify a 5-digit number given in words. They can continue
. . . G i — i i i simple counting and shape patterns. They can model scenarios with
274 to less than 289 points | Children are able to read a range of everyday texts, such a5 simple namatives and Produce limited writing. conveying simple ideas with basic vocabulary 295 fo less than 208 points Ip' licati gd divisi 'pl'h b . a4 Yh f toking half of
parsonal opinions, and begin to engage with their meaning. They are able to locate Children can preduce limited writing related to the task, presenting simple multiplication and division. They understand the process of taking hall of a
prominent details in everyday texts, as well as connect related information where ideas but lacking elaboration or detail. In a task such as writing basic 16% quantity. Children can _Interpo\ate capacity from a marked cylinder and_can
it is obvious and there is minimal competing information. They are typically able to i;'.ff';ﬁlfugséérr'.zn?e"spﬁ?ﬂ‘s 2 process clearly. using : 2 2{;;?{:;%1323 compare angles to a nght angle. They can estimate the mass of an object.
19% make simple inferences from prominent information. Tor instructions. Basie wocabulary may hmit children's ability to eomey They can read numbers from a table and sum tl_-lem.The'\.r understand the
detail at this level structure of a bar graph showing amounts over time.
" " - - - i iti i i i i i Al number properties and units of measurement
Band 2 and below Identify relationships between words and their meanings :::::ji verxulll::‘lrted writing, with simple, insufficient ideas and Band 4 pely prop
less than 274 points Thera wara only 2 few itams in SEA-PLM 2013 balow Band 3, sa it is not possible Children can produce limited writing relating to personal or local contexts. 282 to less than 295 points g:l'!d.rfn car;fmd_lr_\:lfo‘f 2 1-d||gn Even g?.lmbgr an;l_ undsrstand Fhlafedvalue ":
to create a general description of what children below Band 3 know and can do in Ideas may be wery simple, irelevant or incomplete. They may be disjointed o-digit numbers. [hey can solve a problem involving capacity that does no
reading. Howaver, the items that were included indicate that children in Band 2, and S [ - so that the text is difficult to follow. In writing a simple story, for example, 10% invalve conversion of units. They can apply their knowledge of the number
possibly below Band 2, are typically able to match 1 of 4 given words to an illustration points ”I‘E'E rg:‘l’dbe i e F;se“luence- but it is "“(“ consistent o a"""?\'('s of minutes in an hour. They can read a value from a bar graph.
1% of a familiar object, place or symbaol, where the task is simple, direct and repetitive. ;37; sné c::fzm :u:s:?on5'5Eﬁﬁdsreﬂ;n;snpr;%i::‘:?n;:;i:?ez;ﬁibz
This demonstrates that children below Band 3 ara able to identify the meaning of sentences that use repetition of pronouns or nouns to link ideas. Their Band 3 Understand place value and scales of measurement
some words. 149% handwriting is legible, with most letters (or characters) well-formed. Basic )
wocabulary at this level is inadequate to convey a good description or may 269 to less than 282 points | Children can order 2-digit numbers. They can read length and mass
- - be repetitive. measurements from scales requiring some interpolation. They can recognize
16% simple shapes and compare angles. They can interpret a simple bar graph.
R Produce very limited ing. with f dideas and inad P P P d i i P g9r=p
= vocabulary Band 2 and below There were too few items in SEA-PLM 2019 to describe what children
287 to less than 296 Children can write in a limited way. |deas can be unclear, irrelevant, . operating below Band 3 can do. Some children might be able to add single-
poi! limited or consist of fragments only. These children may be able to write less than 289 points digit numbers together: others might only be able to count a small collection
1 simple comect sentence, or produce incomplete sentences or sentences . -
containing many erors and inconsistent punctuation. Sentence structure 14% of abjects or recognize numbers.
109 is likely to be repetitive. Children's vocabulary at this level is basic and
- inadequate to convey a clear message or is very repstitive.
Limited ability to present ideas in writing
. e Children may be able to produce a few sentences with very limited
SEAME( ) Cenfres PO“Cy Res\ less than 257 points content. When trying to describe a picture, for example, they may focus
on only a few isolated features or produce extremely general ideas.
. . They can produce some imperative language, but it is inconsistent. The
23_25 A rll 2024 Brunel DO limited range of vocabulary accessed by students in this band would
30% be inadequate to describe a picture. Werds used are likely to be basic
and repetitive.




SEA-PLM described proficiency
scales for reading

READING PROGRESSION SEA PLM
N

Understand texts with familiar
29% LEVEL 6 —— structures and manage SDG 4.1.1 READING — END OF PRIMARY

competing information Students independe_ntly and fluently reaq simple, short
narrative and expository texts. They retrieve

< P explicitly-stated information. They interpret and give some
- explanation about the main and secondary ideas in
13% LEVEL 5 —— M%ke Congeftlo,rgjs to different types of texts, and establish connections between
understand key iaeas main ideas in a text and their personal experiences.

Understand simple texts
18% LEVEL 4 —— outside of a student’s
personal experience

Read a range of everyday texts
19% LEVEL 3 —— fluently and begin to engage

with the e mieaming SDG 4.1.1 READING — END OF LOWER PRIMARY

Students accurately read aloud and understand written
< » words from familiar contexts. They retrieve explicit
information from very short texts. When listening to
slightly longer texts, they make simple inferences.

21% LEVEL 2 Match 1.of 4 given wqrds tQ an
illustration of a familiar object

= #
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ercentage of Grade 5 children across all domain bands

0% 10% 20% 30% W% 50% 60% 70% 80% 80% 100% 0% 0% 20% 30% 40 % 50 % 60 % 70 % 80 % 90 % 100%

Malaysi 12
Myanmar 19 26 2 _
= — Myanmar 25 14

Average .
six countries > L _
Band 2 and below Band 3 ¥ Band 4 M Band 5 M Band 6 and above
Band 1 and below Band2 W Band3 M Band4 M Band5 M Band6 M Band7 M Band 8and above
0% 10% 20% 30% 0% 50 % 60 % 70 % 80 % 90 % 100 %

EEEEREEE

Band 2 and below Band 3 Band 4 W Band5 W Band6 WBand7 M BandB8 W Band 9 and above

- ﬂCF@R N I SEAMEQO Centres Policy Research Network (CPRN) Summit
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Gaps percentage between low performing boys and girls

IQDJ Reading Writing Mathematics
Cambodia — Cambodia Cambodia
Lao PDR Lao PDR Lao PDR
Malaysia [0 Malaysia Malaysia
Myanmar [ Myanmar Myanmar
Philippines Fhilppines Philippines
Viet Nam Viet Nam Viet Nam
o zrn 4‘0 sTo 1 tlm 0 20 40 60 80 100 0 20 40 80 80 100
" Boys Girls B Boys [ Girls B Boys Girls

Countries face the challenge of reducing the learning disparities between
low-performing boys and girls in all domains, while at the same time
reducing the overall national percentage of low-performing children.
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Boys’' and girls’ learning performance and differences by
socioeconomic background (high vs low SES quartile)

360

340

NESEE
11y, L]

280

260
Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys

Cambodia Lao PDR Malaysia Myanmar Philippines Viet Nam

om Girls e m Boys m Low SES ® High SES

® SF YIS U LD 1 Iy IS G TS TS [t I S
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Characteristics of low-performing readers

3.00
R Students
° have higher
2.50 risk of being
o ° low
L
. ° performer
® L
:
1.50 s
Higher odds s ¢ *
[ ]
1.00 L >
y ® . ¢ Students
Lower odds @ 0
s o have Iowgr
0.50 s L] - ’ risk of being
® low
! f
0.00 perrormer
Female Urban Speaks language of Low SES High SES  Has holusehold  Attended Repeated
instruction at home responsibilities preschool agrade
® Cambodia ®LlaoPDR @ Malaysia Myanmar @ Philippines @ Viet Nam

Y & CORN | s msrsammaon o < o
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Children with multiple risk factors were considerably more
likely to be low-performing readers than children who did not
experience these risks

0.80

A Low SES
0.70 : ! ‘ —fi— Average SES
= <9~ - High SES
0.60 X
A
T 0.50 /.

0.40 | A

=

=

0.30 X / —-®
020 /./ P

Cumulative probability
[
\ \
\
LY !
\
\

0.10 — B SPELLL At
®o----- . ol
0.00 f
Reference profile Profile 1 Profile 2 Profile 3 Profile 4 Profile 5 Profile 6
Male Rural Speaks Has Did not attend Repeated a
another household preschool grade
language responsibilitie
S

Y & CORN | s msrsammaon o < o
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Characteristics of academically resilient
students

4.00
aeo * Students more
.5 .
likely to be
T academically
3.00 resilient
2.50
&
2.00 = &
L ] L
] ] -
1.50 - |
higher odds -
1.00 ¢ !
- - ) Students less
Lower odds - IIker to be
0.50 | | | ° ° academically
" . v resilient
0.00
Female Urban Speaks language Has household Attended Repeated
of test at home  responsibilities preschool a grade
. Cambodia . Lac PDR . Malavesia Myanmar . Philinpines . Wiet Nam
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100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

I #CPRN

) ° ) o While most teachers reported receiving
. - general pedagogical training, many lacked
@
. subject-specific training and training in
®
specific pedagogical approaches critical to
®
support all learners
: Compounding factors create further challenges
; Linguistic diversity of classroom Class size
.Cambodia Lao PDR Malaysia Myanmar Philippines [l Viet Nam ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
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I fewerthan2s M 25 to 40

I (ess than 10%
B more than 40

I nore than 50% to less than 75%

I 10% to 50%
P 75% and more




% of teachers, as reported by
students
in grade 5

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

% of student

35
30
25
2
1
1

O o o0 O

0,
30%
26% 26/o 230/
I 16‘7 19/"

27 29
24
18 20 19 4
o Many students have reported
12 o
that their teachers are often late
5
I. ;; and/or absent

Lao PDR Myanmar  Philippines Cambodia Malaysia Vietham

m Teachers are often late m Teachers are often absent

99%

72%
56%
Many students report not
28% 27% having five lessons (or more) of
language and mathematics

Lao PDR Myanmar Ph|||pp|nes Cambodia MalayS|a Vietnam

m Five lessons per week or more of math H Five lessons per week or more of language

Y = CORN | s s s seaan o o
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Mental well-being: Social environment at
school

Figure: Learning scores by children’s Key Findings
positive feelings and attitudes towards . Higher reading, writing &
mathematics scores were
| ool safe when | am at school . . associated with:
- positive feelings and attitudes
. o towards school — having a sense of

| like being at school

belonging, making friends with ease,
feeling safe and learning useful things
at school

| feel like | belong to this school

| have learned useful things at [ o
school

Promising Practices
‘School Safety Toolkit for Myanmar'’

fleadng ©+ Mathematics. B8 Witng Safer spaces for girls & students with
M Disagree/Strongly disagree @ Agree/Strongly agree d|5a b|||t|e5
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Mental well-being: Social environment at
school

Figure: Proportion of children exposed to different Key Fin dings

forms of violence at school i -
- Lower readlng, writing &

Bullying 30.9 4.1 .
Mmathematics scores were

Vandalism 31 associated with:

« Exposure to violence at

Aggression due to ethnicity 4.1 0.6
school
Aggressiondue to religion Bl 0.3
Violence 0.4
Offensivebehaviour Prom ISI ng Pra CtICGS
towards girls 11.0 1.3 . , .
Offensive behaviour towards 03 Bu.'!y N.O More prog r.amme n the
people with disabilities MU Philippines: Reduce violence and
oftensive benaviour I o5 foster a positive learning climate
towards teachers through annual antlbullylng
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 Campalgns

B Monthly Weekly/daily

By CORN | s ssanmaon o < A
23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam




SEA-PLM Policy Pointers to Build
Back Better

0=
o=1 M
o L . . Ensure explicit and
Prioritise early learning in Guarantee a solid start in . .
disadvantaged contexts primary education progressive leaming

standards

2 4l (8

Use data, monitoring and
research to achieve better
learning environments

Source: UNICEF & SEAMEO (2020). SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report : Children’s learning in 6 Southeast Asian countries. Bangkok, Thailand — SEA-PLM Secretariat
23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam

Participate in and support
SEA-PLM 2024 activities

Support motivated and
experienced teachers
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Thank You

Connect with us:

Www.seaplm.org
secretariat@seaplm.org

0y 3

- @ C@R N SEAMEO Centres Policy Research Network (CPRN) Summ
23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam

it



http://www.seaplm.org/

