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What is SEA-PLM?

Southeast Asia Primary 
Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) is a 
regional large-scale student 
learning assessment and 
capacity-building programme 
designed by and for Southeast 
Asian countries
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System
Develop robust learning 

assessment system

Learning
Monitor learning 

outcomes

Policy
Develop improved 

policies

Equity
Contribute to a more equitable 

and meaningful education

Contributing to equitable and quality 
education for all children in Southeast Asia
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INTERNATIONAL LARGE-SCALE 
ASSESSMENTS (ILSA)

• Umbrella term for 
comprehensive, 
transnational studies in 
education, regardless of 
whether they include a 
cognitive assessment 
component, with an 
explicit focus on 
international, system-level 
comparisons (Agnes Stancel-Piatak, IEA, 
Nathalie Mertes, IEA, partly based on Rutkowski et al. (2014b), 
p. 4 and p. 13)
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Robust regional and international 
collaboration and partnership
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Methodology

• SEA-PLM 2019
• 6 SEA countries participated in main data 

collection
• Almost 30 000 G5 students, representing 

millions
• Paper-pencil test in reading, writing, 

mathematics based on curriculum-
referenced content and standards

• Contextual questionnaire on students, 
teachers, schools and parents and added 
module on global citizenship

• Translated in 9 languages
• Datasets and reports publicly available
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Regional-level knowledge products to inform 
policy and practice in basic education

Upcoming Policy Briefs:

- Global Citizenship Education: Policies and Practices in Basic Education

- Optimizing Learning through Multi-Level Equity-Lens: Evidence from the SEA-PLM 2019

- Early learning across six Southeast Asian Countries in the SEA-PLM 2019 programme

- What can we learn drawing learning trajectories on SEA-PLM programme?
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Research Questions

Are there differences 
between boys’ and girls’ 

learning? 
Who are the low-

performing readers 
in the region? 

What are the conditions of 
teacher workforce in the 

region? 

1

2

3

4

What is the 
relationship between 

academic learning and 
child well-being
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SEA-PLM 2019 proficiency scales
Writin

g
Readin

g

Mathematic

s
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SEA-PLM described proficiency 
scales for reading
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Percentage of Grade 5 children across all domain bands

11
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Gaps percentage between low performing boys and girls 

Countries face the challenge of reducing the learning disparities between 
low-performing boys and girls in all domains, while at the same time 
reducing the overall national percentage of low-performing children. 
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Boys’ and girls’ learning performance and differences by 
socioeconomic background (high vs low SES quartile)
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Characteristics of low-performing readers

Students 
have higher 
risk of being 
low 
performer

Students 
have lower 
risk of being 
low 
performer
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Children with multiple risk factors were considerably more 
likely to be low-performing readers than children who did not 
experience these risks

Male Rural
Speaks 

another 

language

Has 

household 

responsibilitie

s

Did not attend

preschool
Repeated a 

grade
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Characteristics of academically resilient 
students

Students more 

likely to be 

academically 

resilient

Students less 

likely to be 

academically 

resilient
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While most teachers reported receiving 

general pedagogical training, many lacked 

subject-specific training and training in 

specific pedagogical approaches critical to 

support all learners 

Compounding factors create further challenges
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Many students have reported

that their teachers are often late

and/or absent

Many students report not

having five lessons (or more) of

language and mathematics
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Mental well-being: Social environment at 
school
Figure: Learning scores by children’s 
positive feelings and attitudes towards 
school

Key Findings
• Higher reading, writing & 

mathematics scores were 
associated with:
o positive feelings and attitudes 

towards school – having a sense of 
belonging, making friends with ease, 
feeling safe and learning useful things 
at school

Promising Practices
‘School Safety Toolkit for Myanmar’: 
Safer spaces for girls & students with 
disabilities
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Mental well-being: Social environment at 
school

Figure: Proportion of children exposed to different 
forms of violence at school

Key Findings
• Lower reading, writing & 

mathematics scores were 
associated with:
• Exposure to violence at 

school

Promising Practices
‘Bully No More’ programme in the 
Philippines: Reduce violence and 
foster a positive learning climate 
through annual antibullying 
campaigns
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SEA-PLM Policy Pointers to Build 
Back Better

Prioritise early learning in 
disadvantaged contexts

Guarantee a solid start in 
primary education

Ensure explicit and 
progressive learning 

standards

Support motivated and 
experienced teachers

Use data, monitoring and 
research to achieve better 

learning environments

Participate in and support 
SEA-PLM 2024 activities 

Source: UNICEF & SEAMEO (2020). SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report : Children’s learning in 6 Southeast Asian countries. Bangkok, Thailand – SEA-PLM Secretariat
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“By and For
Southeast 

Asian 
Countries”
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Thank You
Connect with us: 

www.seaplm.org
secretariat@seaplm.org

http://www.seaplm.org/

