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Background and Rationale

• Part of the Philippine SEAMEO 
Council Presidency Flagship Project

• Recognizes the important role of 
agricultural education in equipping 
future generations 

• Major challenges in agriculture: 
climate change and aging farming 
population

• Youth exhibiting “generational 
withdrawal” from farming
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Background and Rationale
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• Efforts and investments must be 
directed towards smallholder 
farm operations

▪ capacity-building

▪ basic education

▪ awareness raising
• Utilize the Alternative Learning 

Systems (ALS) as conduit for 
reaching marginalized young 
smallholder farmers
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Project Objectives
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Incorporate 
climate-smart 
practices and 
innovations in the 
ALS curricula

Engage the youth 
in agriculture 
through 
awareness 
raising, basic 
education and 
capacity building

GOAL

Build the 
resilience of 

young, 
marginalized 
smallholder 

farmers and agri-
preneurs to 

climate change
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Methodology
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Collaborative Projects related to CRYSTALS

1. Youth in Agriculture (YinA) Program

• Aimed to provide a better perception and 
appreciation of agriculture as a profession 

• Implemented by UP Rural High School
involving ten schools in Laguna, 
Philippines. 

• Composed of online training coupled with 
a descriptive study
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Collaborative Projects

2. Klimaalam: Step Up and Step In 
Act on Climate

• Supplementary resource designed to 
support Filipino students in Grades 
7–10

• Partnered with the Oscar M. Lopez 
Center (OMLC) to develop the source 
book
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https://www.omlopezcenter.org/our-work/klimaalam/

https://www.omlopezcenter.org/our-work/klimaalam/


SEAMEO Centres Policy Research Network (CPRN) Summit

23-25 April 2024 | Brunei Darussalam

Collaborative Projects
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https://www.eastwestseedfoundation.ph/post/yabong-bootcamp-program

3. Young Agri-preneurs Building Opportunities Nurturing 
Growth (YABONG) Bootcamp

• 3-month comprehensive training program developed with East-West Philippines
• Top five (5) best business plans received seed money worth PhP 50,000.00 each

https://www.eastwestseedfoundation.ph/post/yabong-bootcamp-program
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Project Activities
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Project 
coordination 

meetings

Engagement 
of experts 

and partners

Development 
of research 
materials 

5-day 
training 

workshop

Supplemental 
climate 

resilience 
modules 
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CRYSTALS Potential Impacts
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• Enhance the KAP towards climate 
change adaptation and mitigation 

• Raise income and productivity
• Provide opportunities to become 

more food secure
• Build adaptive capacity and 

resiliency towards climate change
• Alleviate from poverty
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